FROM DATA TO POLICY

How Cartographic Design
Shapes Real World Decisions

A celebration of maps and how they move the world
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Why Is Assessing Map Impact So Hard?

Cumulative Exposure The Participation Gap Constitutive Power
' _ The people most affected by Maps don't just inform
People's spatial maps were rarely in a position decisions — they structure
understanding is built from to evaluate or critique them. the conceptual space in
dozens of overlapping map which decisions become

encounters. thinkable.




Designhing Maps to Inform

Real-World Decision-Making
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A Simplified Look at
Renewable Energy Resource Abundance
in the Continental United States
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Major population center

Existing hydropower generation
Existing geothermal generation

Geothermal energy zone
Wind energy zone

Solar energy zone

[] Wind and solar energy zone

About the Data
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Solar Radiation

Credit: Billy Roberts
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A Simplified Look at
Renewable Energy Resource Abundance
in the Continental United States

e Major population center
@ Existing hydropower generation
@ Existing geothermal generation
i} Geothermal energy zone
[ ] Wind energy zone

Solar energy zone
[7] Wind and solar energy zone

About the Data

“Zanes” deplcted here are highly generalized areas which contains some of the
most energy i in the lower 48 states and
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e. Wind zones were generalized
ind speeds at 100 meters above
IREL's National Solar Radiation " .
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For detailed maps of NREL's renewable energy resource data sets, please visit:
https://www.nrel.gov/gis/
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Data Center Infrastructure in the United States, November 2025
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